



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FILMORE COUNTY SOIL SURVEY UPDATE
7(g) $65,000 FRF
50% Nonfederal Match Required

Darrel Brekke

900 Washington Street
Preston, MN 55965-9511
(507)765-3879

This appropriation is to begin a three biennium
project to update the Fillmore county soil survey into
a digitized and manuscript format which will be used
to plan and manage land for agriculture, water
quality concerns, urbanization, recreation, and
wildlife.,

- MINNESOTA RIVER TILE SYSTEM
RESEARCH
7(h) $150,000 FRF

Wayne P. Anderson

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

(612) 296-7323

This appropriation is for the continued research on
the impacts of best management practices (BMP) for
surface tile inlets in the Minnesota River basin.
Objectives include the gathering and analysis of
experimental data and improvement and use of tile
systems with surface tile sinnilation model.

SUGARILOAF SITE ASSESSMENT AND
INTERPRETATION
(i) $70,000 FRF

$30,000 Nonstate Match

Patricia Maus

Sugarloaf Interpretive Center Association (SIC4)
SICA, C/O 140 Engineering

College of Science and Engineering

University of Minnesota, Duluth

Duluth, MN 55812

(218) 726-8526

This appropriation provides for the assessment and
interpretation of the Sugarloaf site located on the
North Shore of Lake Superior in Schroeder
Township. Detailed surveys of the geological,
biological and ecological characteristics of the site
will be conducted and the results will be digitized.
Surveys of the cultural and historical characteristics
of the site will be completed as well.
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MICROBIAL DETERIORATION OF ASPHALT
MATERIALS AND ITS PREVENTION
7(3) $60,000 O0OC

Fu-Hsian Chang

Bemidji State University

Center for Environmental Studies
Bemidji State University
Bemidji, MN 56601-2699

This research project will study the microbial
deterioration of asphalt materials. The goal is to
identify a possible connection between the asphalt
stripping witnessed on Minnesota highways and
hydrocarbon consuming microbes indigenous to
various soils around the state of Minnesota. Field
samples collected by the Minnesota Department of
Transportation will be tested in the laboratory testing
for presence of hydrocarbon consuming microbes
and their.relative numbers will be quantified. An
effort will be made to identify soil or subgrade
conditions most likely to develop bxologwal action in
asphalt pavements,

ANALYSIS OF LANDS ENROLLED IN THE
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM
() $200,000 m

Mary J. Hanks

MN Dept. of Agriculture
90 West Plato Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55107
(612) 296-1277

This appropriation is for the continued analysis of
lands enrolled in the conservation reserve program
relative to nonpoint source pollution, developing
land management options for lands emerging from
the program and developing the capability to target
future program funds for the greatest environmental
benefit. GIS maps will be completed for all CRP
land remaining in counties. The relative importance
of CRP lands for soil conservation and water quality
will be assessed through environmental and
geographic analysis and as a result environmentally
and economically sound land use alternatives for
land returning to production will be identified and
communicated to interested parties.




Lastly a computer-based CRP policy simulation
program which links GIS, contract holder surveys,
and land use alternatives data will be developed and
tested.

Subd. 8: URBAN NATURAL RESOURCES

URBAN WILDLIFE HABITAT PROGRAM
8(a) $150,000 FRF
$ 35,000 Nonstate Match

Anne Hunt

Saint Paul Neighborhood Energy Consortium (NEC)
475 North Cleveland Avenue #100

St. Paul, MN 55104

(612) 644-5436

The goal of this project is to increase and promote
urban landscaping which provides food and shelter
resources for native wildlife in the St. Paul area. 14-
18 workshops will provide approximately 300 area
residents with information on landscaping and yard-
care techniques which will assist native wildlife,
increase shade, reduce atmospheric CO,, and reduce
nonpoint pollution in area surface water. 125-140
participants will use professionally designed patch
plantings as a guide for landscaping their yards.
Native trees, shrubs, and perennial plants will be
used whenever possible. Planting materials will be
provided at low cost to participants,

GARDENING PROGRAM, STATEWIDE
8(b) $300,000 FRF
$ 3,000 Nonstate Match

Sue Gunderson.

Sustainable Resources Center
1916 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 872-3283

The goal of this project is to promote
environmentally sound community and residential
fruit and vegetable gardening as a tool to implement
community improvement. Eight new community
gardens will be established in the metro area; four in
greater Minnesota. Technical assistance will be
provided to participants. Classes, literature, and site
tours provided by the project will instruct
participants on landscaping with native plants and
lawn care techniques that do not require use of
chemicals. In addition the project will promote two
statewide community greening conferences.

15

PLANTING FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION
IN COMMUNITIES
8(c) $400,000 OOC

Peg Sand

DNR, Division of Forestry
1200 Warner Road

St. Paul, MN 55106

(612) 772-7562

This appropriation is for the second biennium of
funding to strategically plant predominately native
shade trees and community windbreaks for statewide
energy conservation and carbon dioxide abatement
through acceleration of the Minnesota Releaf

program by providing grants.

MAPLEWOOD INNOVATIVE STORM
WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECT
8(d) $100,000 FRF

$165,000 Nonstate Match

Kenneth G. Haider
City Hall

1830 E. County Road B
Maplewood, MN 55109
(612) 770-450

This appropriation is for the design, construction,
and monitoring of a demonstration storm water
management system., This project will implement
alternative storm water management methods to hold
storm water in an older neighborhood that is
currently without storm sewers, but where these
would be a logical improvement to deal with existing
problems. This neighborhood and a typical new
development in the area will be modeled and the
methods evaluated to predict their effectiveness in
other urban areas,

PHALEN WETLAND RESTORATION
8(e) $115,000 TF
$50,000 Nonstate Match

Michael G. Kassan, Jr.
1000 City Hall Annex
St. Paul, MN 55102
(612) 266-6249

This appropriation will provide for the restoration of
a wetland at the south end of Lake Phalen,



The wetland and landscaping around it will be
designed to provide wildlife habitat and as a
demonstration of the use of wetlands as a filtration
system for stormwater. The wetland will be
designed to achieve biodiversity in urban restoration
and will be accessible for human enjoyment.

WETLAND RESTORATION AND
ENHANCEMENT TO CREATE COMMUNITY
AMENITY AND FORM

8(f) $200,000 TF

Joan Nassauer

Univ. of Minnesota

Dept. of Landscape Architecture
89 Church Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55455

. (612) 625-6568

This appropriation is for technical design assistance
provided to help five communities create restored

" and enhanced wetlands that reinforce community
form and emphasize habitat creation, water quality,
and recreational amenities.

METROPOLITAN AREA GROUNDWATER
MODEL TO PREDICT CONTAMINANT
MOVEMENT

8() $250,000 TF

- Andrew Streitz

MN PCA
‘Ground Water & Solid Waste Division
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

(612) 296-7791

‘This appropriation is for the'dzvelopment and
application of a tool to improve prediction of
contaminant movement in groundwater at

contamination sites in the metropolitan area using a

flexible regional groundwater flow model.

ARBORETUM BOUNDARY LAND -
ACQUISITION
8(h) $680,000 FRF

$400,000 Nonstate Match

Peter Olin

Univ. of Minnesota

P.O. Box 39
Chanhassen, MN 55317
(612) 443-2882
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The goals of this project are twofold: 1) to protect
the biological and experiential quality of the
Arboretum and; 2) to create a model, research
wetland for public display and education. This
project is to purchase at least 30 acres of land within
the project Arboretum boundary and create a
restored wetland on the site. »

Subd. 9: FISHERIES

STATEWIDE EXPERIMENTAL FISHING
REGULATIONS
9(a) $650,000 FRF

Timothy Goeman

MN DNR

1601 Minnesota Drive
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218) 828-2246

The purpose of this project is to collect baseline data
to evaluate experimental fishing regulations. Eight
two-year creel surveys and 3 one-year creel surveys

- to document the angler harvest and the present status

of the fishery on selected lakes. Additionally,
intensified sampling will be conducted for target fish
populations in selected lakes to determine critical
population parameters.

RIM - ACCELERATE FISHERIES -
ACQUISITION FOR ANGLER ACCESS
9(b) $300,600 TF

Dirk Peterson

- MN'DNR Fisheries

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-3325

The goal of this project is to increase angler access
(including non boat owners and urban users) by
accelerating easement and fee title acquisition of
1and adjacent to streams and lakes. The project will
accelerate the acquisition of land on trout streams,
warmwater streams, lakes, and other critical fish
habitats such as springs, aquatic vegetation,
spawning sites, and barriers.



RIM - ACCELERATE FISHERIES HABITAT
DEV. HATCHERY REHAB. AND
STREAMFLOW PROTECTION

9(c) $1,000,000 TE/FRF

Dirk Peterson

MN DNR Fisheries
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155
(612) 296-3325

This appropriation provides for the implementation
of projects for the acquisition, improvément, and
development of fisheries habitat and hatchery
rehabilitation. Up to $215,000 of the appropriation
is available to continue the stream flow protection
program for the second biennium of a proposed eight
biennium effort to establish a watershed level stream
habitat database and develop the tools to set
protected flows for ecosystem diversity.

Subd. 10 WILDLIFE

RIM - ACCELERATE WILDLIFE
ACQUISITION
10(a) $650,000 TE/FRF

"Kim Hennings

DNR

Division of Fish and Wildlife
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

(612) 297-2823

This project protects critical ecosystems by
accelerating state programs to acquire wildlife
habitat and wetlands. An additional 500 acres of
wildlife habitat, primarily wetlands, will become
wildlife management areas or scientific and natural
areas. .

RIM - ACCELERATE CRITICAL HABITAT
MATCH PROGRAM
10(b) $250,000 TF

Kim Hennings »
DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

(612) 297-2823
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This appropriation provides for the acquisition and
improvement of critical habitat for game and
nongame fish, wildlife, and native plants. Critical
Habitat Match encourages and provides an
opportunity for private individuals, groups, and
businesses to help fund the cost of acquiring or
improving critical habitat.

RIM - ACCELERATE WILDLIFE HABITAT
STEWARDSHIP
10(c) $450,000 FRF

Dick Carlson

DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155 °

(612) 297-0705

This appropriation provides for improvement of
wildlife habitat and natural plant communities on
both state owned urban and rural lands, the
protection and enhancement of wildlife populations
and native plant species, and the promotion of
ecological diversity.

BIOMASS PRODUCTION, MANAGEMENT,
AND RESTORATION OF BRUSHLAND
HABITATS

10(d) $200,000 FRF - -

Donald Christian
University of MN
Department of Biology
211 Life Science
Duluth, MN 55812
(218) 726-7263 or -6262

The overall goals of this project are to enhance
understanding of brushlands as a biological resource
and to develop management approaches for the
ecosystem. This will involve investigating the
feasibility of harvesting brush as a biomass energy
source, investigating the use of brushlands as habitat
for wildlife such as the sharptailed grouse, and
increasing the awareness of brushland management
issues.




TURN IN POACHERS YOUTH ACTIVITY
BOOK
10(e) $50,000 FRF

$12,500 Nonstate Match

Mark Wm. Johnson

TIP, Inc.

4532 France Avenue South

Edina, MN 55410

(612) 922-5493 .

This appropriation is for the printing and
dissemination of an activity book to inform and
educate children about poaching and its impact on
patural resources and to promote ethical hunting and
fishing, All youth attending the DNR Firearm
Safety Training Course, as well as all fifth graders
attending Minnesota public school and private
schools will receive the activity book. -

Subd. 11: ENERGY -

INTER-CITY ELECTRIC VEHICLE
TRANSPORTATION DEMONSTRATION
11(a) $150,000 OOC -

$ 30,000 Nonstate Match

David A. Johnson

" Minnesota Power
30 W. Superior Street .
Duluth, MN 55802

" (218) 722-0264

.The goal of this project is to develop and evaluate an
electric vehicle infrastructure for use between Duluth
* and St. Paul, including installation of a charging
station in Duluth, Hinkley, and St. Paul. A long-
term demonstration will be conducted to illustrate
the feasibility and practicality of using electric
vehicles for inter-city travel. Results of the
demonstration will be used in educating the public
on the technology and the environmental benefits
associated with this mode of transportation.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF WIND
ENERGY ON FAMILY FARMS
11(b) $200,000 OOC

Sue Gunderson

Sustainable Resources Center
1916 Second Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 872-3282
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The goal of this project is to provide technical
assistance and technology transfer to family farmers
for the development of wind energy harvesting, A
curriculum of customer oriented learning materials
will be developed using a variety of media. It will
cover issues which family farmers have identified as
barriers to harvesting wind on their property.

1 MEGAWATT HYBRID ELECTRICAL
GENERATION SIMULATION PROJECT
11(c) $50,000 0OC

Daniel Juhl

DanMar & Associates

191 W. 5th Street

Cottonwood, MN 56229

(507) 423-5127

This project will gather wind data and wtility load
patterns and use this information to model the
combined use of biofuel (ethanol or soyoils) and
wind energy technologies to supply electricity. By
using biofuels to firm up wind energy this project
will attempt to show this system will provide energy
on demand.

AVIAN POPULATION ANALYSIS FOR WIND
POWER GENERATION REGIONS
11(d) $75,000 OOC

$75,000 Nonstate Match

John R. Dunlop.

American Wind Energy Association
448 Morgan Ave. So., Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55405-2030
(612) 377-3270 ,
The goal of this project is to identify and assess
significant areas of avian activity within identified .
wind firm corridors in Minnesota. Existing data on
breeding bird populations will be angmented with
data from surveys currently being conducted in the
area by the Natural Resources Research Institute.
Data will be used to test whether or not variables
associated with migrant densities can be used to
predict the migration patterns detected at the study

sites. )
£




ENERGY IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC ICE
ARENAS
11(e) $470,000 OOC

David Bohac

Center for Energy and Environment
100 North 6th Street, Suite 4124
Minneapolis, MN 55403-1520

(612) 3484830

This project will accelerate the installation of energy
and indoor air quality improvements in publicly
owned ice arenas, At least 25 arenas around the
state will receive installments. In addition
information will be disseminated to other area
managers which may assist them in implementing
steps to increase energy efficiency and air quality in
their arenas.

Subd. 12: Historic

RESTORE HISTORIC MISSISSIPPI RIVER
MILL SITE
12(a) $120,000 FRF

$120,000 Nonstate Match

Thomas R. Griffin

Crown Hydro

5436 Columbus Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55417
(612) 8251043

This appropriation provides for the restoration for
public use of the historic West Bank Mills District
on the Mississippi River in Minneapolis: in
particular to reopen an area of the historic First
Street tunnel from the Crown Roller Building to the
end of the historic First Street Tunnel (150 yards) for
public tours, unearth and restore the historic
gatehouse foundation, construct catwalks and
lighting through the tailrace tunnels, and restore and
display the historic turbine at the historic Crown
Roller Mill. This appropriation is contingent on the
receipt of all applicable hydropower and other public
agency approval.

POND-DAKOTA MISSION RESTORATION
12(b) $270,000 FRF
$80,000 Nonstate Match
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Greg Ingraham

City of Bloomington

2215 W. Old Shakopee Road
Bloomington, MN 55431
(612) 948-8877

This appropriation provides for the continued
restoration of the Gideon H. Pond and Agnes
Hopkins Pond house and Dakota Indian Mission site.

JOSEPH R. BROWN INTERPRETIVE
CENTER RESTORATION PROJECT
12(c) $75,000 FRF

$5,000 Nonstate Match

Earl Renneke

Sibley County Historical Society
RR 2, P.O. Box 45

LeSueur, MN 56058

(612) 237-2613

- This appropriation provides for beginning the

building restoration and renovations on the 1879
Sibley County Courthouse to be used as the Joseph
R. Brown Interpretive Center.

HERITAGE TRAILS
12(d) $200,000. FRF

Rachel Tooker

MN Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
(612) 297-7451

This appropriation provides for the planning,
construction, and improvement of trails at the Oliver

Kelley Farm, Northwest Company Fur Post, and the . . .

Jeffers Petroglyphs, and the design of a trail
extension to the Lower Sioux Agency. Markers and
interpretive kiosks will be placed along some trails
and self-guided brochures will be produced. :

RESTORATION OF HISTORIC ELBA FIRE
TOWER
12(e) $73,000 FRF

Nancy Roberts
Elba Booster Club
Rt. 1, Box 243 A
Altura, MN 55910
(507) 932-4538




This appropriation provides for restoration of the
historic Elba Fire Tower complete with interpretive
signage, media, brochures, trails, steps and parking
lot. The intention is to make the tower available to
the public, for recreation and educational use, using
community and agency teamwork to accomplish
completion of the project.

MANAGING MINNESOTA SHIPWRECKS
12(f) $100,000 FRF

Scott Anfinson

MN Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. W.
St. Paul, MN 5102
(612) 296-5434

This appropriation provides for the continued effort
to find, preserve, and interpret significant
underwater and shoreline historic resources
associated with shipping. Survey of historic north
shore shipping facilities and shipwrecks, survey
shipwrecks in Minnesota inland lakes and rivers will
be conducted. A conference on underwater cultural
resources will be organized and the current
management plan will be revised.

LAC QUI PARLE MISSYON HISTORIC TRAIL

12(g) $181,000 FRF

Rachel Tooker

MN Historical Society
345 Kellogg Blvd. West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906
(612) 297-7451

This project will construct a ten foot wide, mile-long
trail for hiking and biking, including an overlook at
the site of the historic Lac Qui Parle Mission.

Subd. 13: BIOLOGICAL CONTROL -

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF EURASIAN
WATERMILFOIL AND PURPLE
LOOSESTRIFE - CONTINUATION

13(a) $300,000 TE/FRF

Chip Welling

MN DNR

Ecological Services Section
Box 25, 500.Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025
(612) 297-8021
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This project will continue the development of
biological controls for the exotic species Eurasian
watermilfoil and purple loosestrife. For Eurasian
watermilfoil, the project will further evaluate the
potential for native or naturalized insects or
pathogens to control milfoil. For purple loosestrife,
this project will continue to evaluate the use of four
Eurasian insects known to contribute to the control
of this plant. In addition, the potential of native or
naturalized fungi to control loosestrife will be
evaluated.

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF OVERLAND
SPREAD OF OAK WILT
13(b) $90,000 FRF

Dan Gillman

MN Dept. of Agriculture
Plant Protection Division
90 West Plato Blvd.

St, Paul, MN 55107-2094
(612) 296-0592

This project seeks to improve methods for enhancing
natural biological control of overland spread of oak
wilt through the application of a rival fungus species
known to be a competitor with the fungus
responsible for oak wilt.

BENEFICIAL FUNGAL INOCOLUM FOR
PRAIRIE AND WETLAND RECLAMATION
13(c) $100,000 TF

Iris Charvat

University of MN

220 Biological Sciences Center
St. Paul, MN 55108-1095

(612) 625-3199

This project will attempt to characterize and develop
inoculum production methods for soil fungi
associated with the roots of native and naturalized
Minnesota prairie and wetland plants to assist their
restoration. Data will be collected to increase the
limited baseline information available about the
biodiversity of these fungi speciesin MN, In
addition inoculum production will be set up using
spore samples collected from the field. The
projected final result will be the development of
culturing methods that allow large amounts of
inocula to be produced commercially.



Subd. 20: ADDITIONAY, APPROPRIATIONS

STATE PARK AND RECREATION AREA
ACQUISITION
20(a) $1,120,000 TF

John Strohkirch

DNR

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4039
(612) 296-8289 '

The goal of this projed is to acquire high priority
parcels from willing sellers located within state park
and recreation statutory boundaries,

METROPOLITAN REGIONAL PARK
ACQUISITION, ADDITIONAL FISCAL YEAR
1995 APPROPRIATION

20(b) $1,120,000 TF

Arne Stefferud
Metropolitan Council
Mears Park Centre
230 E. Fifth Street
St. Paul, MN 55101
(612) 291-6360

This appropriation is to be used to acquire parks and

trails consistent with the metropolitan council
regional recreation open space capital improvement
plan. Acquisitions planned include 80 acres of
vacant land in Gray Cloud Island Regional Park
and/or partially finance 56 acres parcel in Cottage
Grove Ravine Regional Park, Washington County,
55.78 acres of vacant land in Rice Creek-Chain of
Lakes Park Reserve, Anoka County, and land in
Dakota County Regional Parks,

21

Laws 1995, First Special Session, Chapter
2, Art. 1, Sec. 5, Subd. 2

CANNON VALLEY TRAIL REPAIR
$175,000 TF

Bruce Blair

City Hall

306 West Mill Street
Cannon Falls, MN 55009
(507) 263-3954

This appropriation is for the repair of erosion

damage to the Cannon Valley Trail in the vicinity of
milepost 80.
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1996 Appropriations:
Minnesota Laws 1996, Chapter 407 Section 8, Subdivisions 3-7

Subd. 3 Parks and Trails

(a) Metropolitan Regional Park System $1,000,000
(b) State Park and Recreation Area Acquisition 1,000,000
(¢) Local Grants 895,000
(d) Chippewa County Regional Trail "~ 410,000
Subd. 4 Urban and Natural Resources

Greenway Corridors and Natural Areas Project 50,000
Subd. 5 Management Approaches

Upper Mississippi River Assessment Project 57,000
Subd. 6 Natural Resource Data _

(a) Public Internet Access to Data and Information 360,000
(b) Assessment of Wetland Regulations 15,000
Subd. 7 Wildlife _

(a) RIM - Accelerate Critical Habitat Match Program 750,000
(b) Investigation of Deformed Frogs in Minnesota 151,000
(c) Niemackl Watershed improvement 200,000

Subd. 3 Parks and Trails:

Metropolitan Regional Park System

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 3a)

Arne Stefferud

Metropolitan Council

(612) 291-6360

$1,000,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

This appropriation to the Department of Natural Resources distributed
subgrants to local government units through the Metropolitan Council to
rehabilitate, develop, acquire, and retrofit the metropolitan regional park system
consistent with the metropolitan council regional recreation open space capital
improvement program..

State Park and Recreation Area Acquisition

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 3b)

John Strohkirch _

MN Department of Natural Resources

(612) 296-8289

$1,000,000 Appropriation - Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund




The Department of Natural Resources was appropriated funds for the
acquisition of land within the statutory boundaries of state parks and recreation
areas.

Local Grants

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 3c¢)

Wayne Sames

MN Department of Natural Resources

(612) 296-1567

$895,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

This appropriation to the Department of Natural Resources directed
matching grants to local units of government for the acquisition, rehabilitation,
and development of local park and recreational areas, the Conservation Partners
Grant Program, and the Cooperative Trail Grants Program. All of the grants
programs required a dollar for dollar match to receive funding.

e $665,000 was allocated for the Local Park Grants Program.
e $100,000 was allocated for the Conservation Partners Grant Program.
e $130,000 was allocated for the Cooperative Trail Grants Program.

Chippewa County Regional Trail

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 3d)

James E. Norman '

City of Montevideo

(320) 269-6575

$410,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

This appropriation to the Department of Natural Resources awarded a
grant to the City of Montevideo for the acquisition and development of the
Chippewa County Regional Trail.

Subd. 4 Urban and Natural Resources:

Greenway Corridors and Natural Areas Project
(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407. Sec. 8, Subd. 4)

John Pauley

MN Department of Natural Resources

(612) 772-7977

'$50,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

The Department of Natural Resources was appropriated funds to develop
a strategy to protect and manage greenway corridors and significant natural
areas in the seven-county metropolitan area.




Subd. 5 Management Approaches:

Upper Mississippi River Assessment Project
(M.L. 19986, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 5)

Steve Light

MN Department of Natural Resources

(612) 296-9228

$57,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

The Department of Natural Resources was appropriated funds to
_ contribute to the evaluation of the economic and environmental sustainability of
the upper Mississippi River.

Subd. 6 Natural Resource Data:

Public Internet Access to Data and Information
(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 6a)

. Colleen Miecoch

MN Department of Natural Resources

(612) 296-1305

Shari Wright

MN Pollution Control Agency

(612) 297-1534

$360,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

The Department of Natural Resources was appropriated funding for a joint
venture with the Pollution Control Agency to provide public access via the
internet to natural resource, environmental, and ecosystem data and information.

Assessment of Wetland Regulations

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 6b)

Greg Larson

Board of Water and Soil Resources

(612) 296-0882

$15,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

The Board of Water and Soil Resources was appropriated funds to assess
the economic impact of wetland regulations on property values, in connection
with a study by the wetland heritage advisory committee of the issue of
compensation to landowners for costs, including reduced property values,
resulting from regulation under state law of draining and filling of wetlands.

Subd. 7 Wildlife:

RIM - Accelerate Critical Habitat Match Program




(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 7a)
Kim Hennings
MN Department of Natural Resources
(612) 297-2823
$750,000 Total Appropriation:
$120,000 from Future Resources Fund
$630,000 from Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund

The Department of Natural Resources was appropriated funds to
accelerate the Critical Habitat Match Program which provides opportunities for
private individuals, groups, and businesses to help fund the cost of acquiring or
improving critical fish, wildlife, and native plant habitats.

Investigation of Deformed Frogs in Minnesota
(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 7b)

$151,000 Total Appropriation - Future Resources Fund
Judy Helgen

MN Pollution Control Agency

(612) 296-7240

$123,000 Appropriation

Tracy Fredin

Hamline University

(612) 659-3105

$28,000 Appropriation

The Pollution Control Agency was appropriated funds to investigate the
health of frog populations and evaluate the causes of frog deformities. In
addition, Hamline University was allocated a portion of the funds to educate the
public through schools and other organizations, and to study frogs as
environmental indicators.

Niemackl Watershed Improvement

(M.L. 1996, Ch. 407, Sec. 8, Subd. 7c)

Jim Breyen

MN Department of Natural Resources

(218) 755-3958

$200,000 Appropriation - Future Resources Fund

The Department of Natural Resources was reappropriated funds as part
of continuing the 1993 funded project for the restoration of the Niemackl
watershed by improvement of water quality, flood reduction, fish and wildlife
habitat, and recreation through citizen participation with federal, state and local
governments, and nongovernment agencies.




LCMR Overview

Laws 1996 Chapter 463

(Bonding)

Sec. 7. NATURAL RESOURCES

Subd. 28. Work Program

The commissioner of natural resources
must submit a work program and
semiannual progress reports in the form
determined by the legislative
commission on Minnesota resources and
request its recommendation before

spending any money appropriated by
subdivision 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13,

14, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, or 27 of

this section. The commission's
recommendation is advisory only.
Failure to respond to a request within
60 days after receipt is a positive
recommendation. Work programs
involving land acquisition must include
a land acquisition plan.

Subd. 5  State Park Building Rehabilitation

Subd. 6  State Park Building Development

Subd. 7  State Park Betterment and Rehabilitation
Subd. 8  State Park Acquisition

Subd. 9  Metro Regional Parks

Subd. 11 Trail Rehabilitation

Subd. 12 Trail Acquisition and Development

Subd. 13  Blue Earth/Minnesota River Trail Acq.

Subd. 14 Mesabi Trail System

Subd. 19 RIM Fisheries Improvements

Subd. 20 RIM Fisheries Acquisition

Subd. 21 RIM Wildlife, SNA, Prairie Bank Improvements
Subd. 22 RIM Wildlife, CHM and Natural Area Acquisition
Subd. 23  St. Louis River Land Acquisition

Subd. 24 McQuade Public Access

Subd. 27 Laurentian ELC (Gov. Veto)

2,400,000
1,750,000
1,450,000
1,750,000
9,400,000
500,000
4,000,000
230,000
500,000
250,000
300,000
900,000
3,500,000
2,200,000
500,000
750.000




LCMR Overview

Laws 1996 Chapter 463 (Bonding)

Sec. 11. BOARD OF WATER AND SOIL RESOURCES (Bonding)
Subd. 5. Work Program

The board of water and soil resources
‘must submit a work program and
semiannual progress reports in the form
determined by the legislative
commission on Minnesota resources and
request its recommendation before
spending any money appropriated by this
section. The commission’s
recommendation is advisory only.

Failure to respond to a request within

60 days after receipt is a positive
recommendation. Work programs
involving land acquisition must include

a land acquisition plan.

Subd. 2 Area ll Minnesota River Basin 250,000
Subd. 3 RIM and PWP Conservation Easements 11,500,000
Subd. 4 Road Construction & Wetland Replacement Credit 3,000,000




L CMR OQOverview

Minnesota Statutes 1996
290.431 Nongame wildlife checkoff.

Every individual who files an income tax return or property
tax refund claim form may designate on their original return
that $1 or more shall be added to the tax or deducted from the
refund that would otherwise be payable by or to that individual
and paid into an account to be established for the management of
nongame wildlife. The commissioner of revenue shall, on the
income tax return and the property tax refund claim form, notify
filers of their right to designate that a portion of their tax
or refund shall be paid into the nongame wildlife management
account. The sum of the amounts so designated to be paid shall
be credited to the nongame wildlife management account for use
by the nongame program of the section of wildlife in the
department of natural resources. All interest earned on money
accrued in the nongame wildlife management account shall be
credited to the account by the state treasurer. The
commissioner of natural resources shall submit a work program
for each fiscal year and semiannual progress reports to the
legislative commission on Minnesota resources in the form
determined by the commission. None of the money provided in
this section may be expended unless the commission has approved
the work program.

The state pledges and agrees with all contributors to the
nongame wildlife management account to use the funds contributed
‘solely for the management of nongame wildlife projects and
further agrees that it will not impose additional conditions or
restrictions that will limit or otherwise restrict the ability
of the commissioner of natural resources to use the available
funds for the most efficient and effective management of nongame
wildlife.

HIST: 1980 ¢ 607 art 1 s 24; 1981 ¢ 356 s 340; 1982 ¢ 523 art
1s42;1983 c 342 art 1 s 35; 1984 ¢ 514 art 2 s 28; 1986 ¢ 383
s14; 1988 ¢ 690 art 1s 1; 1989 ¢c 335 art 1 s 269

Copyright 1996 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota.




LCMR Overview

Minnesota Statutes 1996
290.432 Corporate nongame wildlife checkoff.

A corporation that files an income tax return may designate
on its original return that $1 or more shall be added to the tax
or deducted from the refund that would otherwise be payable by
or to that corporation and paid into the nongame wildlife
management account established by section 290.431 for use by the
section of wildlife in the department of natural resources for
its nongame wildlife program. The commissioner of revenue
shall, on the corporate tax return, notify filers of their right
to designate that a portion of their tax return be paid into the
nongame wildlife management account for the protection of
endangered natural resources. All interest earned on money
accrued in the nongame wildlife management account shall be
credited to the account by the state treasurer. The
commissioner of natural resources shall submit a work program
for each fiscal year to the legislative commission on Minnesota
resources in the form determined by the commission. None of the
money provided in this section may be spent uniess the
commission has approved the work program.

The state pledges and agrees with all corporate
contributors to the nongame wildlife account to use the funds
contributed solely for the nongame wildlife program and further
agrees that it will not impose additional conditions or
restrictions that will limit or otherwise restrict the ability
of the commissioner of natural resources to use the available
funds for the most efficient and effective management of those
programs.

HIST: 1989 ¢ 335 art 1 s 189

Copyright 1996 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota.




Minnessota Statutes 1996

4.071 Oil overcharge money.

Subdivision 1. Appropriation required. "Qil
overcharge money" means money received by the state as a result
of litigation or settlements of alleged violations of federal
petroleum pricing regulations. Oil overcharge money may not be
spent until it is specifically appropriated by law.

Subd. 2. Minnesota resources projects. The
legislature intends to appropriate one-half of the oil
overcharge money for projects that have been reviewed and
recommended by the legislative commission on Minnesota
resources. A work plan must be prepared for each proposed
project for review by the commission. The commission must
recommend specific projects to the legislature.

Subd. 3. Energy conservation projects. The oil
overcharge money that is not otherwise appropriated by law or
dedicated by court order is appropriated to the commissioner of
economic security for energy conservation projects that directly
serve low-income Minnesotans. This appropriation is available
until spent.

HIST: 1988 c 686 art 1 s 36; 1988 c 690 s 1; 1989 ¢ 335 art 1
s 269; 1990 c 568 art 2s1; 1994 c 483 s 1

Copyright 1996 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota.




Minnesota Statutes 1996

116Q.01 Great Lakes protection fund.

The Great Lakes protection fund has been created by the
governors of the eight Great Lakes states as a nonprofit
corporation under the laws of the state of lllinois. The fund
is a permanent endowment whose purpose is to advance the
principles, goals, and objectives of the Great Lakes toxic
substances control agreement executed by the governors of the
eight Great Lakes states in May 1986 and to ensure the
continuous development of needed scientific information, new
cleanup technologies, and innovative methods of managing
pollution problems as a cooperative effort in the Great Lakes
region. The governor may enter this state as a member of the
Great Lakes protection fund and do all things necessary or
incidental to participate in the fund, as spelled out in its
articles of incorporation, filed with the lllinois secretary of
state on or about September 26, 1989, and its bylaws, as amended
through September 26, 1989. If congressional consent to the
Great Lakes protection fund carries with it conditions that
materially change the provisions agreed to by the party states,
this state reserves the option to terminate further
participation in the fund.

HIST: 1990 ¢ 594 art 1 s 58

116Q.02 State receipts from the fund.

Subdivision 1. Great Lakes protection account. Any
money received by the state from the Great Lakes protection
fund, whether in the form of annual earnings or otherwise, must
be deposited in the state treasury and credited to a special
Great Lakes protection account. Money in the account must be
spent only as specifically appropriated by law for protecting
water quality in the Great Lakes. Approved purposes include,
but are not limited to, supplementing in a stable and
predictable manner state and federal commitments to Great Lakes
water quality programs by providing grants to finance projects
that advance the goals of the regional Great Lakes toxic
substances control agreement and the binational Great Lakes
water quality agreement.

Subd. 2. LCMR review. The legislature intends not to
appropriate money from the Great Lakes protection account until
projects have been reviewed and recommended by the legislative
commission on Minnesota resources. A work plan must be prepared
for each project for review by the commission. The commission
must recommend specific projects to the legislature.

HIST: 1990 ¢ 594 art 1 s 59
Copyright 1996 by the Office of Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota.




1998-99 Biennial Budget

AGENCY: Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR)

AGENCY DESCRIPTION:

The Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) was created in 1963 to pm\;ide the
Legislature with the background necessary to evaluate programs proposed to preserve, develop and
maintain Minnesota’s natural resources.

The LCMR is comprised of 16 members consisting of the chairs of the house and senate committees
on environment and natural resources {or designees appointed for the terms of the chairs), the chairs
of the House Ways and Means and Senate Finance committees (or designees appointed for the terms
of the chairs), 6 members of the Senate appointed by the Subcommittee on Committees of the
Committee on Rules and Administration and 6 members of the house appointed by the Speaker. At
least 2 members from the senate and 2 members from the house must be from the minority caucus.
Commission members elect the officers, rotating the chair from the senate to the house every 2 years.
The LCMR employs a full-time professional and support staff.

The commission uses a number of approaches to assess the status of the state’s natural resources and
identify important issues and needs. These approaches include: site visits to public and private sector
natural resource projects and regional forums at which citizens advise commission members of their
viewpoints regarding natural resources. In addition to these activities, the commission is advised by
a Citizens Advisory Committee regarding priorities for expenditures-from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund. '

Every 2 years, the commission adopts a comprehensive strategic plan and issues a request for
proposal (RFP), a process that is open to everyone to apply. The projects that are selected will be
funded from the Future Resources Fund, the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund and the
Great Lakes Protection Account. In past biennia the commission also recommended expenditures
from federal Oil Overcharge Money.

In the 1997 Strategic Plan the commission adopted 16 priorities for funding. In addition to the 16
priority strategies, the LCMR announced in the RFP their intention to recommend money for a Local
Initiatives Grants Program and for State and Metro Parks, Recreation Areas and Trails.

In response to the most recent RFP for projects beginning 7-1-97, 441 proposals were received and
the total of requested funding was $190,000,000. The commission evaluated the project proposals
based on the criteria and priority strategies set forth in a strategic plan (updated biennially) and in the
RFP. Currently, the Citizens Advisory Committee advises the commission regarding allocations from
the Environment and Natural Resource Trust Fund. After the commission made an initial selection
of those projects that best fit the priority strategies and criteria from among all proposals, 157 project
managers were invited to present their project proposals before commission members at a series of
hearings. Additionally, all proposed research projects selected for funding recommendation undergo
a scientific peer review.

Commission Challenges:

& Think beyond the short term future to provide a long range view. The commission, unlike other
agencies in this budget, is more like a zero based budgeting operation. The process builds a
spending plan from the ground up every 2 years; it’s not a matter of continuing existing programs
and making a few adjustments. The LCMR strives to understand what the issues of tomorrow

will be and prepare both our colleagues in the legislature and the executive branch agencies.
Research, studies, inventories and pilot projects are at the heart of this effort. The commission
provides an opportunity for small yet significant projects that may not compete successfully in
the rest of this budget process to be addressed.

8 Ensure a statewide perspective on natural resource needs. Legislators are subject to intense
pressure to support local projects. The challenge to LCMR members is to recommend a course
that produces a quality future despite intense pressure to reach only to immediate concerns. A
measure of success is the degree to which LCMR recommendations transcend purely local
interests toward a well-balanced package that recognizes how good local projects can provide
examples of new techniques as well as broader service potential.

B Ensure net gains in environmental spending. Expenditures from the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund may not be used to supplant existing funding per M.S. 116P.03. The
LCMR applies this concept to all funding sources in an attempt to gain real progress for
Minnesota’s natural resources.

& Jnitiate and accelerate. Support innovative ideas and accelerate funding in selected areas of high
priority for the future.

®  [nstitutionalize success. The LCMR evaluates the wisdom of incorporating successful programs
into the regular budget. Adapting regular budgets to accommodate new techniques or programs

is an interesting challenge for the commission as well as executive agencies.

EXPLANATION OF AGENCY’S BUDGET PLAN:

The commission’s budget plan does not have direct long-range financial implications; a new set of
allocation recommendations is prepared each biennium. However, some projects may be
recommended for additional allocations in future biennia and some may be recommended for inclusion
in the regular budget as required in M.S. 116P.09, Subd. 7(4).

The following is the LCMR’s estimate of available resources. The LCMR will adjust its spending
recommendations to equal the February 1997 revenue forecast.

Estimate of Available Resources F.Y. 1998-99

Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (Fund 030) $20,950,000
Minnesota Future Resources Fund (Fund 130) 15,656,000
Great Lakes Protection Account (included in Fund 200) 50,000

TOTAL $36,656,000

The final LCMR recommendation includes 101 specific projects to recommend for funding to the 1997
legislature. The funding source, project title, requesting organization and state agency receiving the
appropriation are itemized in the table that follows.
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GOVERNOR'S RECOMMENDATION:

1996-97 Biennium
Projected Future Resources Fund Deficit

The fund balance for the Future Resources Fund, prepared in conjunction with the November 1996
forecast, projects a deficit of $2.472 million at the end of F.Y. 1997.

Legislative appropriations from the fund for 1996 and 1997 equaled available resources for the 1996-
97 biennium as originally projected. However, a $2.1 million error in the distribution of cigarette tax
receipts was discovered in F.Y. 1996. In addition the Department of Finance has determined that
projected expenditures for F.Y. 1996-97 had been understated in previous fund statements by about
$500,000. Correcting these two items results in a projected fund balance deficit of $2.472 million for
F.Y. 1997. :

To address the projected deficit the Governor recommends two actions. First, repeal of the $1.46
million transfer from the Future Resources Fund to the General Fund authorized by Laws of 1995,
Chapter 220, section 21.

Second, as required by MS 16A.152, subd 4c, the commissioner of Finance will unallot appropria-
tions in the accounting system as necessary to ensure that the fund remains balanced. Based on a
review of unobligated balances in the accounting system and the status of workplans approved by the
LCMR, the commissioner of Finance will, prior to 6-30-97, unallot from the following appropriations:

Laws of 1996, Chapter 407, section 8, subd 3(a) Metro Regional Park System $1,000,000
Laws of 1995, Chapter 220, section 19, subd 4 (e)(3) Local Grants $12,000
These actions will balance the fund for the E.Y. 1996-97 biennium:
Projected fund deficit ($2,472)
Repeal transfer to General Fund 1,460
Unallotments
Metro regional parks 1,000
Local grants 12
Projected fund balance on June 30, 1997 $-0-

The commissioner will re-establish the allotments for the metro regional parks and for the local grants
appropriations on 7-1-97.

1998-99 Biennium '

Budget development policies for the 1998-99 biennium instructed agencies to include the allocations
recommended by the LCMR for the Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund and the Future
Resources Fund as agency plan items. The total allocations recommended by LCMR for the twe funds
now exceed projected fund resources for the 1998-99 biennium.

Future Resources Fund. The Governor recommends that total appropriations from the Future
Resources Fund for F.Y. 1998-99 not exceed $14,362,000. This will require a reduction of
$1,294,000 from the current LCMR recommendations.

Environmental and Natural Resources Fund. The Governor further recommends that the total
appropriations from the Environmental and Natural Resources Trust Fund not exceed $20,342,000.
This will require a reduction of $608,000 from the current LCMR recommendations.
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